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JOBSON, John 
 

Private, 159227 
E.C. Labour Company, Labour Corps 
formerly No.17632 The Queen's  
(Royal West Surrey Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Little Wratting 
Date of Death: Thursday, 17th April, 1919 
Died of injuries sustained in an accident  
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Aged 42 years 

John Jobson was born in 1877 in Little Wratting, the son of Thomas and Emma 
Jobson.  

John’s grandfather, an agricultural labourer after whom he had been named, was 
born in 1801 and married Amelia Rash in 1820. John and Amelia lived in Peas Hill 
Lane where they raised eleven children, Thomas being the second youngest who 
was born in 1839. By the time he was 12 years old, Thomas was also working as a 
labourer. 

Thomas Jobson married Emma Mayes in 1859 and at first they settled at Burton 
End. After the birth of their first two children Thomas and Emma moved to ‘Private 
House’, Little Wratting where a further seven children were born. John was the third 
youngest of their nine children. Harriet and Emily, were born in Haverhill while 
Amelia, Lewis, Jane, Kate, John, Charles and Arthur were all born while the family 
were living in Little Wratting. By 1891 the family had moved back to Haverhill and 
were living at 60 Primrose Hill. At this time his sisters and eldest brother were 
employed as factory hands, presumably at Chauntry Mill.  

John too was to find employment at Chauntry Mill for he worked as a Fibre Mat 
Weaver. In 1899 he married Mary Ann Clark. Mary Ann was the daughter of farm 
bailiff John Clark and his wife Mary Ann (nee Sorrell) who were originally from 
Helions Bumpstead. As a child she lived in a house on Chalkstone Hills, Little 
Wratting, not far from where John grew up. As an adult Mary Ann worked as a 
tailoress for the Gurteen family at Chauntry Mill.  

John and Mary Ann made 13 Burton End a home for their growing family. By 1911 
they had moved to 36 Withersfield Road with their five daughters, Hilda, Grace, 
Dorothy, Matilda and Mabel. At this time, Mary Ann was working from home tailoring 
coats for the gents clothing manufactory at Chauntry Mill.  

Two more daughters, May and Elsie, born before 1916, made the family complete. 
One can only imagine what it must have been like for John living with so many 
females! John and Mary Ann made one more house move, setting up home in Vine 
Cottages, a neighbour of his brother, Lewis.  
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On enlistment John joined the Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment as Private, 
17632, but was later transferred to the Labour Corps as Private, 159227. He would 
have been one of the older men to join up. 

On 17th April 1919, a few days before he was due to be demobilised aged 42 years, 
he was working at the Station Yard in Pampisford when he was involved in a serious 
accident. He died at the 1st Eastern General Hospital later in the day from the serious 
injuries he had sustained. He was 42 years old. 

An inquest was held and it was 
reported that John died as the 
result of being run over by an 
Army lorry. A report of the inquest 
was published in the Cambridge 
Independent Press on 25th April 
1919. 

 

Pte Norris told the court that at about 10am on 17th April he and John were working 
with a lorry. John had uncoupled a loaded trailer and while Pte Norris turned the lorry 
around to pick up an empty trailer, John walked across the yard and tried to jump on 
to the step of the slow moving lorry. A witness said that the motor was going slowly 
when John got hold of the side and put his left foot up on to the step. His foot slipped 
off the step and he fell just in front of the wheel which passed right over him. John 
rolled out from under the lorry without any assistance. Colonel Frederick Deighton 
told the inquest that John was admitted to hospital but was in a collapsed state and 
only partly conscious. He died during the afternoon. Death was due to shock and 
internal haemorrhage. His chest and abdomen were badly bruised and his limbs 
were crushed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Lieut May said he wished to express, on behalf of himself and the 
comrades of the deceased, their deep regret at the accident and their 
sincere sympathy with the relatives…. He had known John for two or 
three years; he was always a very honest and industrious worker and one 
of the best men they had.’ 
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The Deputy Coroner said that the sad affair was entirely an accident, without blame 
to anyone and entered his verdict accordingly. 

 

 

John was buried in Haverhill Cemetery and is 
remembered on the memorial in the 
Methodist Church.  

 


